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ABSTRACT

English plays a crucial role in today’s modern era. However, many students especially those at
the junior high school level often perceive learning English as boring and difficult, they want
to learn easily in learning English. To address this, educators are encouraged to adopt
innovative and engaging teaching techniques. One such technique is incorporating song lyrics
into English language instruction. This study explores the use of using songs as a teaching
technique in secondary schools to helps studens in improve english skills, and want to know
what skills that can improved by using a song in learning English, with a focus on eight and
ninth grade at SMP 5 Pamekasan. Employing a qualitative descriptive method, data were
collected through interviews with English teachers, to find out the phenomena that occur in
depth, details, and written in the form of descriptions. The findings reveal that the use of songs
in the classroom can improved students' English language skills, including speaking, listening,
reading, and writing, and contributes to their pronounciation, linguistic knowledge and
cognitive development. By using a song, students easily in improve their English skill. Overall,
songs serve as valuable pedagogical tool that fosters student engagement and facilitates more
effective English learning.
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A. INTRODUCTION

The process of learning English encompasses the development of four fundamental language
skills: speaking, listening, reading, and writing. However, teaching English at the secondary
school level presents a number of challenges. One of the primary difficulties is that students
often perceive English as a difficult subject, leading to a lack of interest and motivation. In

today's technology-driven era, there are numerous innovative strategies and methods available
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to make English learning more engaging and accessible. Among these, the use of songs has

emerged as an effective technique to capture students’ attention.

Motivation plays a crucial role in language learning. Motivated students are more likely to
persist in their studies and achieve better outcomes (Hakan Tarhan, 2014). Consequently,
educators are encouraged to adopt creative approaches that foster a positive and engaging
learning environment. One such approach is the integration of authentic materials, such as

songs, which can bridge the gap between classroom instruction and real-life language use.

Songs, as artistic expressions combining melody and language, have proven to be both
enjoyable and educational in English language classrooms. Despite occasional challenges such
as rapid tempo and complex pronunciation, research shows that integrating songs into lessons
can enhance the learning experience. This technique helps reduce the perception that English
is difficult, making the learning process more natural and enjoyable. Students tend to feel more
enthusiastic and motivated, and as a result, can significantly improve their English language

skills.

Songs also expose learners to natural language elements such as pronunciation, intonation, and
idiomatic expressions, which are often absent from conventional textbooks. This exposure not
only enhances listening comprehension and vocabulary acquisition but also promotes cultural

awareness (Kumar dkk., 2022).

Previous studies have confirmed that using songs in English classrooms can significantly
improve students’ motivation and language proficiency, particularly in speaking and
vocabulary development (Suprihatin, 2021). Songs' repetitive lyrics and catchy rhythm help
students retain vocabulary and sentence structures more efficiently (Ifoema Omolara, 2023).
The repetitive and rhythmic nature of songs aids in the retention of vocabulary and grammatical
structures. Moreover, schools that have implemented song-based instruction report increased

student engagement and more effective language practice (Lailatuzzakiya dkk., 2020).

Recent findings also highlight the potential of songs to reduce students’ anxiety and create a

relaxed learning atmosphere. In such settings, students are more willing to participate in
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speaking and listening activities, resulting in improved language retention and classroom
interaction. The non-threatening nature of song-based practice is particularly helpful for

students who lack confidence in their language abilities (Putri dkk., 2025).

Additional support is provided by a study conducted by Jannah and Ayu (Jannah & Ayu, 2022).
Found that the use of English songs significantly improved the speaking skills of eighth-grade
students at SMP Negeri 2 Banguntapan. The students described song-based learning as fun,
engaging, and beneficial in enhancing both fluency and vocabulary. Many also reported
increased motivation due to the enjoyable nature of the activities. Incorporating songs into
English instruction at the secondary school level appears to be a promising strategy for creating

a dynamic and effective learning environment.

Based on these findings, this study aims to explore how the use of songs can help students
improve their English language proficiency and hat are the skills that can be improved by using

song as a technique in learning English at SMP Negeri 5 Pamekasan.

B. METHOD

This study adopts a qualitative research approach, which is appropriate for exploring and
understanding social phenomena within their natural context (Sugiyono, 2019). he main
objective is to examine how songs can be employed as a technique to enhance English language
skills among secondary school students, specifically those in the eighth and ninth grades. It

also aims to identify which specific language skills are most improved through this method.

Data were collected through semi-structured interviews, allowing the researcher to obtain in-
depth information directly from participants. Interviews are an effective method in qualitative
research for gaining insights into participants’ experiences, perceptions, and perspectives
(Donald dkk., 2010). n this study, semi-structured interviews were conducted with English
teachers at SMP 5 Pamekasan to explore their views on the integration of songs in English

language teaching and its impact on students’ skills.

The interview protocol included questions related to the implementation of songs as a teaching

technique, and the perceived improvements in various English skills such as speaking,
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listening, vocabulary, and pronunciation. All interviews were recorded and transcribed

verbatim for further analysis.

The collected data were analyzed using a descriptive qualitative approach, wherein the
researcher systematically organized, categorized, and interpreted the data to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon under study (Sugiyono, 2019). This method
enabled the researcher to present a detailed explanation of how songs are used in English

teaching and their help on students' language proficiency.

C. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The findings from this study reveal that the English teacher at SMP 5 Pamekasan employs a
song-based teaching technique commonly known as fill-in-the-blank lyrics. In this technique,
students are provided with printed song lyrics with certain words or phrases omitted. The
activity is conducted in three listening rounds:

a. First round: Students listen to the full song to familiarize themselves with the rhythm
and context. The teacher observes how students engage in scanning techniques to
understand the overall meaning.

b. Second round: Students attempt to complete the missing words or phrases in the lyrics
based on what they hear.

¢. Third round: Students listen to the song one final time to confirm and revise their
answers. After completing the listening activity, the teacher facilitates a class discussion
about the meaning of the song. Students are then asked to submit their completed lyrics,
which the teacher checks for grammar, spelling, and accuracy. Finally, students are
invited to read the full lyrics aloud to assess their pronunciation and reading fluency.

Ms. Mega, one of the English teachers, stated: “The use of songs or music in student learning
can make students enjoy learning English who originally did not like English. Things like this
can improve various English skills in these students.” This statement is consistent with the
results of the study, which indicate that the integration of songs into English instruction

positively impacts several language skills:

Speaking and Pronunciation
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Music or song can help students in improving some of the student's English skills. In using
song as a technique to teach English, students can practice their speaking. Where this song can
help students improve their pronunciation. With songs, students can improve their
pronunciation, such as being fluent in speaking like native speakers and knowing English
idioms that are often used by native speakers (Jubran, 2024). The presence of idiomatic
expressions and everyday vocabulary in song lyrics also enhances students' ability to speak

naturally.

Vocabulary Acquisition

In this case, students can also indirectly increase their vocabulary with the vocabulary
contained in the song lyrics (Rais dkk., 2020). Students are exposed to new vocabulary in
meaningful contexts. This happens because students understand English more easily with the
song so that students remember it more easily (Karimullah, 2024). Therefore, the use of this
song has an indirect impact on students' vocabulary mastery. Students tend to master more
English vocabulary with English songs (Setiyadi, 2024). The mastery of sufficient vocabulary
is the initial capital of students in speaking this makes students feel more confident in

communicating or conducting conversations in their daily lives in class (Jazvin, 2024).

Listening Skills

By using this song, students can also train their hearing, this has an impact on the listening
skills possessed by students. The frequent use of songs sharpens students’ listening abilities.
Students who often listen to songs in English indirectly stimulate students in terms of hearing,
students will be more sensitive to the English spoken through each song lyric. With this
listening ability, students find it easier to acquire language and master English as a foreign

language (Shakhnoza dkk., 2024).

Reading Skills

The use of songs in learning English can also train students' reading skills. When students read
song lyrics while listening, they unconsciously improve their reading fluency and speed.
Reading skills in students are quite easy to understand by using the song. Students feel happy
with the instruction of reading activities by following the tempo and rhythm of the song and

repeating every lyric in the song (Arslan, 2015). Repetition of lyrics also helps improve sight
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word recognition. That way, students feel enthusiastic about learning English and are not bored,

so they always pay attention in the English learning process.

Writing and Grammar

Teaching techniques using this song can help students improve their writing skills. Post-
listening tasks such as rewriting or summarizing lyrics enable students to enhance their writing
skills. In this case, students can write a paragraph or story with song lyrics that have been
listened to before (Rezeki & Husin, 2024). Therefore, students can also indirectly improve their
sentence structure or grammar during the writing process to supports the development of
accurate and creative writing. This song-learning technique can make learning much more fun

and enjoyable in learning writing and grammar.

Linguistic and Cognitive Development

Beyond language skills, learning English by using songs can affect the linguistics of students,
where it is easier to master vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation (Hamilton dkk., 2024). In
addition, using songs can make students creative and think creatively (Chen dkk., 2024). This
will make learning more interesting, so it can support innovative and collaborative learning

because it can train students to be more responsive in learning English at classroom (Xu & Li,

2025).

D. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that incorporating songs as a teaching technique in
secondary school English classrooms can significantly enhance students’ language proficiency
across various skills, including pronunciation, speaking, listening, reading, and writing.
Moreover, the use of songs helps students develop a better understanding of grammar and
sentence structure in an engaging and enjoyable manner. The implementation of this technique
also contributes to increased student motivation and interest in learning English. It fosters a
more dynamic and collaborative classroom atmosphere, encouraging critical thinking,
creativity, and improved self-confidence among learners. Therefore, the integration of songs
into English language teaching not only enriches the learning experience but also supports the
creation of an innovative and interactive learning environment that facilitates more effective

language acquisition.
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